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The Energy Day, the annual conference of the World Energy Council — Germany e.V., took place on 4
December 2025 at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities under the title “Everything
in Transition: Where Is Global Energy Policy Heading?”. The conference focused on the impact of a
changing geopolitical order on national and global energy and climate policy, as well as on international
potential and framework conditions for carbon capture and storage (CCS).

The event was opened by Stefan Kapferer, President of the World
Energy Council — Germany. He placed the conference in the context of
a period of profound transformation and emphasised that energy policy
today is inseparable from issues of competitiveness, security and
international cooperation. In this context, the World Energy Council
provides an important platform for international exchange and joint
learning.

In his keynote address, State Secretary Frank Wetzel of the Federal
Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy stressed the need for
international partnerships. Hardly any country in the world is fully
autonomous, and Germany maintains reciprocal relations with a large
number of other states. In order to make European economies
more resilient and to harness the potential of the European single
market, closer cooperation within the European Union (EU) is
required. Energy policy must always be viewed in its geopolitical
context, as decisions taken in energy markets are
simultaneously relevant to security and peace policy. Frank
Wetzel also highlighted the importance of stable investment
conditions, digitalisation and efficiency gains in the energy ¢
sector.
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Dr Christoph Miller, Chief Executive Officer of Amprion GmbH, warned of overloading the power system due

to the rapidly increasing number of battery storage projects. With a pipeline of around 1,000 gigawatts (GW)

of grid connection requests, the German grid — designed for a load of 80 GW —is under severe pressure. Many
of these requests are phantom projects. In future, grid connections
will need to be prioritised according to criteria such as financing,
technology and site availability. Dr Muller underlined the need for a
new operating system for the electricity market that ensures the

! secure integration of renewable energies and battery storage. The

- central challenge is no longer merely the expansion of renewables
— whose share already exceeds 60 percent — but their efficient
system integration.

Rolle, Managing Director of the World Energy Council — Germany,
the participants debated the regulation of the scarce resource of
grid connection capacity. Stefan Kapferer pointed to differences in
willingness to pay across individual sectors and called for a rethink:
the preferential treatment of renewables was outdated, and in
future connection charges and clear criteria should govern
allocation. Dr Muller explained the challenges of grid utilisation,
noting that batteries can switch within seconds from load
consumption to feed-in at a scale of 500 megawatts (MW). For this
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reason, a central dispatch model had been proposed, although the response so far had been muted. Both
speakers stressed the importance of European cooperation, particularly with regard to grid expansion and
electricity “motorways”. They underlined that investment in infrastructure and planning certainty are crucial for
the successful implementation of the energy transition.

The Young Energy Professionals (YEP) Spotlight, presented by
Daniel Bohmer and Daria Ekimova, then turned attention to
international developments in energy and climate policy. Both
highlighted the growing importance of electrification, the global
expansion of renewable energy, and China’s dominant role in the
cleantech sector.

Laura Cozzi, Director Sustainability, Technology and Outlooks at
the International Energy Agency (IEA), presented key findings
from the recently published World Energy Outlook 2025, the IEA’s
annual flagship report. Electricity demand is accelerating across all scenarios, as growth returns in advanced
economies and continues to rise in emerging markets. Electricity is critical for sectors such as advanced
manufacturing and artificial intelligence. The wave of liquefied natural gas (LNG) supply is supporting demand.
In the Stated Policies Scenario (STEPS), which reflects the “ RN : &
implementation of announced policies, an oversupply emerges by
2030, while in the Current Policies Scenario (CPS), which
assumes the continuation of existing policies, this is reduced
through a slower transition. Critical minerals are essential for
energy and economic security; however, their high market
concentration in a small number of countries makes supply chains
vulnerable.

The subsequent international panel, with Laura Cozzi, Dr Olga

Bogdanova, Deputy State Secretary at the Latvian Ministry of Climate and Energy and President of the World
Energy Council Latvia, Dr Mareike Ohlberg, Senior Fellow in the Indo-Pacific Programme at the German
Marshall Fund of the United States, and Heiko Willenberg, Head of Government Relations / Political Affairs
at RWE AG, demonstrated how strongly geopolitical dynamics influence the energy transition — from Europe
to China and the United States — and how important
diversification and resilience are. Europe must reposition itself
geopolitically, economically and industrially, while keeping a
close eye on global developments. China was discussed as a
strategic leverage point: close dependencies in critical supply
chains make resilience a political and economic priority. Energy
markets are increasingly shifting towards India and the Gulf
region; diversification remains key to ensuring security of supply
and competitiveness. Access to critical minerals was identified
as a central factor in transformation policy, and stable
framework conditions for global renewable energy markets were
deemed essential for investment and long-term planning. The panel concluded with the following takeaways:
geopolitics is a core factor for the energy transition and competitiveness; diversified value chains create
resilience and reduce dependencies; international cooperation remains essential and requires a prudent
approach; and investment certainty will determine Europe’s industrial strength.
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In his international keynote Dr. Agustin Delgado Martin,
Chief Technology Officer of Iberdrola S.A. and Chair Europe
of the World Energy Council (WEC), addressed the question
of how resilience in Europe can be strengthened. He referred
to the blackout on the Iberian Peninsula in April 2025, during
which missing technical components such as synchronous
generators jeopardised grid stability, and emphasised the
importance of robust infrastructure and coordinated planning.
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Ulrich Vogtle, Head of Business Development & New
Solution Management Power Segment at Everllence SE,
highlighted that the path to climate neutrality primarily lies in
consistent electrification. Hydrogen should always be considered in
conjunction with CO, management and can selectively complement
electrification. China, in particular, demonstrates how successful
technological scaling can be achieved by deploying existing
technologies on a large scale and thereby dominating international
markets. Against this backdrop, climate action is not only an
ecological necessity, but also the best investment in the future.

Head of Office of the World Energy Council — Germany, Maira
Kusch and Young Energy Professional Sven Stellmacher then
examined current developments in the global CCS market in the
second YEP Spotlight, highlighting global frontrunners such as the
United States, China and Norway, as well as the importance of CCS
for Europe.

The following panel discussed the role of CCS in European climate
and industrial policy, the necessary framework conditions, economic
and legal aspects, and cross-border infrastructure. Participants
included Alexandra Decker, Member of the Executive Board of CEMEX Deutschland AG and Chair of the
Carbon Management Alliance, Oliver Grundmann, Of Counsel at
Dentons Europe (Germany) GmbH & Co. KG and Co-Chair of the
Political Advisory Board of the Carbon Management Alliance,
Thomas Schubert, Partner and Head of the European Venture
Technology Group at Dentons Europe (Germany) GmbH & Co. KG,
and Grete Tveit, Senior Vice President Low Carbon Solutions at
Equinor ASA. The discussion made clear that CCS, as an integral
component of many countries’ climate strategies, requires European
coordination, regulatory clarity and a willingness to invest.

The Energy Day 2025 demonstrated that the transformation of the energy sector in Europe is strongly shaped
by geopolitics. Stability, investment certainty, international cooperation and the integration of innovative
technologies remain crucial for the successful implementation of the energy transition and for achieving
industrial climate neutrality.
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In his closing remarks, moderator Dr Carsten Rolle thanked all
speakers for their valuable contributions and the audience for
attending Energy Day 2025. He also expressed his sincere thanks to
the official partners of the conference — BP Europa SE, Dentons
Europe (Germany) GmbH & Co. KG, Everllence SE and Equinor
ASA. Finally, he invited participants to continue the exchange at an
exclusive WEC Christmas market on the rooftop terrace of Dentons
Europe, overlooking Berlin’s Gendarmenmarkt.




